During the preparation of actinomycin by fermentation of a soybean meal-glycerol medium with Streptomyces antibioticus strain 3720, we examined ethyl acetate extracts of the fermented medium by filter-paper chromatography [Whatman no. 3MM paper with n-butyl alcohol-pyridine-water This study shows that the formation of the lactones found in many peptide antibiotics may occur after elaboration of the peptide chains. The cyclization may be influenced by the presence of proline or N-methyl amino acids (both found in actinomycin) as mentioned previously (1) .
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